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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, June 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich Deputy  

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

 

Also Present:   Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer  

 
Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for 

the pledge of allegiance.  She continued on to say that this was a very active agenda 

and she is pleased to see the community engaged in these important conversations.  

There have been emails received throughout the week and there are people waiting to 

give comment tonight.   

 

 

June 7, 2021 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

Public Hearing – Gas Powered Leaf Blower Legislation  

Call in# 646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the public hearing by saying that this hearing has been 

open for a few meetings and that the Board has heard from people during public 

comment as well as through emails.  This hearing pertains to the regulation of gas 

powered leaf blowers.  Mayor Picinich asked Trustee Grunthal to give a brief overview of 

the legislation for the public.   

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the issue here is the noise that the leaf 

blowers make, but also the air pollution we get from these leaf blowers in many different 

ways.  The noise from 4-stroke gas powered leaf blowers is far less substantial than the 

noise from 2-stroke leaf blowers because of the way the 2-stroke blowers work and 

mechanisms they have make the intensity of the vibrations increase the noise.  We were 

asked by members of our community to put some regulations in place to limit the 

amount of noise that we have to listen to from gas powered leaf blowers and this has 

been done in more than half of the municipalities in Westchester.  So, what we are doing 

is not new for the most part, we are following the lead of other communities and 

responding to citizens.  We are proposing to limit the hours of gas powered leaf blowers 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday and limited for residents until 7 p.m. 

and some time on Sunday mornings.  He corrected and said that they decided not to 

allow it even for residents on Sunday, but wanted them to be able to use their blowers if 

they needed to after they got home from work or at least some of the time on the 

weekend.  We are also proposing to phase out 2-stroke leaf blowers in a couple of years 

because of the terrible air pollution they produce.  We are also proposing that not more 

than two (2) leaf blowers are used on one property at one time and that may need some 

revision.   

 

Mayor Picinich stated, as a point of information for everyone, that the draft 

legislation is available online on the Village Website (www.mountkiscony.gov) under the 

Village Board of Trustees as well as the packet from this meeting.  We have a number of 

people here at Village Hall who would like to speak on this topic, we will have those 

present speak first and then move into those on the zoom call.  

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to add one provision that he forgot to mention which is 

to ban the use of gas powered leaf blowers during the summer months when they are 

sometimes used most extensively.  

 

Mr. Tony Cutri began by thanking the Mayor and the Board for this opportunity to 

share his thoughts on the matter.  He intends to bring a different view on this topic.  

There is the landscaper business side, but there is also the private owner side from 

which he will offer comment.  His wife, Barbara, and he bought their house in 1977 and 

they have taken great pride in working on their property and making it a showcase for 

the Village.  His father was a caretaker on a large estate so he grew up using many gas 

powered mowers and blowers.  He owns and uses a lot of the equipment currently used 

by landscapers today and has major concerns on the proposed law.  For the record, he 

wanted to say that he is totally against this law as it is currently written and will give his 

reasons shortly.  He wanted to ask the Village Attorney to clarify a few points in the law 

as he is not an attorney and things get confusing with all the legalese.  Are the backpack 

gas powered leaf blowers using a gas/oil mixture the only blowers and equipment being 

prohibited after January 1, 2025?  Mayor Picinich stated that was a 2-stroke blower.  Mr. 

Cutri continued on to ask that if it is specific to that blower type, the backpack blower, 

there are hand carried blowers that are 2 stroke.  So that means the big gas 4-stroke 

leaf blower he owns will not be prohibited after that date (Correct, the current proposed 

legislation only prohibits the use of 2-stroke leaf blowers after January 1, 2025).  In 

looking at the proposed law, he sees three major concerns in writing this law; noise, 

exhaust emissions, and dust from blowing.  Let’s quickly look at these concerns.  As for 

dust blowing, it is his belief that one would have the same problem with both electric 

and gas powered leaf blowers.  Electric blowers easily blow dust and pollen in the air so 

he sees no major improvement in using electric over gas.  As for exhaust emissions, the 

use of gas/oil mixtures is at the end of the typical mowing experience.  It is usually no 

more than 5-10 minutes of use so really how much of an emissions issue can there be in 

that short duration.  You have very large trucks going through town, tractor trailers, 

using diesel fuel all day that he thinks would be a much larger contributor to the 

emissions issue.  If you look closer at the gas/oil powered equipment you’ll see that 

besides leaf blowers, there are grass trimmers, hedge trimmers, chain saws that all have 

similar motors using a gas/oil mixture and are probably used longer in duration than any 

backpack leaf blower.  As for noise, he didn’t see a pass/fail criterion in the proposed 

law.  Are you saying that just because it is a gas powered engine that it is too loud?  To 

him he doesn’t think that is fair.  He is ready to discuss and recommend ways to use 

these blowers and minimize certain noise levels.  He truly believes eliminating these 

blowers with the gas/oil mixtures will not get the Board the results they are expecting. 

The electric blower market is still in the very early stages of development.  Currently, 

the only ones we see are handheld electric blowers powered by electric cords and by 

small battery.  Not a large selection, if any at all, of commercial, heavy duty, landscaper 

type battery powered equipment.  When those are finally marketed many users will be 

confronted on how to recharge the batteries from site to site during the day, possible 

http://www.mountkiscony.gov/


 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting June 7, 2021 3 

 

charging through ports in the trucks or a generator in the back of the truck running all 

day to charge these batteries to get the job done.  He also believes that the three (3) 

year window the Board has established to ban this equipment is not enough time to fully 

explore the many options confronting this issue.  Many of us have gone through the 

most difficult 18 months both health wise and financially.  Many landscapers lost a lot of 

revenue over these months and it will be difficult to recoup plus purchasing all new 

equipment.  At the same time you are asking home owners, many on fixed incomes to 

go out and buy new equipment and spend money on proven equipment. He thinks it is 

unfair.  In summary, he recommends the Board vote no on this law as written and asks 

the Mayor to immediately create an independent working committee made up of Board 

representation, Village Attorney, residents, landscapers, and equipment suppliers to 

explore all areas of common agreement to address some of the initial concerns of the 

Board.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Lisa Abzun of Croton Avenue began by saying that she is a lifelong resident of 

Mount Kisco and also owns a landscaping company that does work here in Mount Kisco 

as well as New Castle and Bedford.  Tonight she asks the Board to seriously consider the 

multiple issues for commercial landscapers relative to this proposed legislation.  Doing 

research online it appears that most noncommercial and commercial battery operated 

backpack leaf blower batteries last somewhere between 9 – 25 minutes, it depends on 

the price.  The batteries then need to be charged fully before they can be used again 

which takes up to five (5) to six (6) hours.  Many of the non-commercial grade backpack 

blowers come with just one battery, with others you must buy the batteries separately 

as well as the charging station, they are all separate add-ons.  Batteries also have a 

limited life span.  For commercial landscape users the average use per battery, this is 

according to Stihl, a major manufacturer of outdoor equipment, the average use is about 

1,200 hours, which is approximately 200 working days, and then after that the battery is 

pretty much unusable.  I ask the Board to consider a typical day in a lawnmower 

business for just one truck on the road.  The hours spent working at various locations is 

approximately eight (8) hours, the time at each location is approximately 20-30 minutes 

depending on the size and landscape of the property.   The hours using a backpack leaf 

blower, in conjunction with a 4-stroke walk behind blower, is somewhere between five 

(5) and six (6) hours a day.  The number of batteries that would be needed for a six (6) 

hour period is twelve (12) batteries for one truck.  The number of chargers needed for 

the six (6) hour period is twelve (12) chargers because each battery can only be charged 

on one charger, so that would be two (2) chargers for the truck and the remaining ten 

(10) chargers at the shop where batteries can be charged overnight.  According to Stihl, 

the indication is that one battery can have two (2) charges a day and this is under 

commercial use.  Lithium ion batteries lose their efficacy over time, approximately 1,200 

hours per battery before they need to be replaced, and when chargers are to be used on 

the road, they would need to be outfitted on a landscaping truck and would potentially 

have to keep their engines running to charge batteries which makes no sense.  She 

continued to go through a rundown of the costs for one truck and a commercial grade 

backpack blower.  One backpack blower costs between $700-$850, a nine (9) minute 

battery is $70, a 25-30 minute battery is $130 per battery, a single battery charger is 

$75 per charger.  If one truck was going to carry two (2) battery backpack blowers at 

$700 each that’s $1,400 for one truck.  Twelve (12) batteries at $130 each comes to 

$1,560; Twelve (12) single lithium chargers at $75 each is $900.  As a result, the 

outfitting for one truck, just one truck, is $3,860.  She also wants the Board to consider 

all the additional space that is needed in shops or garages in order to plug in all the 

overnight chargers.  There is also consideration to be seen of reliable after-market 

commercial support which is extremely important for commercial landscapers, whether 

one is talking about gas powered or battery powered machinery, and to her knowledge, 

the after-market support does not yet exist in this region.  Taking into account the 

economic downturn cause by the COVID-19 pandemic, it would appear that most 

commercial landscape companies cannot afford to make these purchases in the amount 

of approximately $,3900 for just one truck.  Most commercial entities have more than 

one truck.  They cannot make it now, nor can they make it over the next six (6) months.  
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Many companies received PPP loans, their second loans less than six (6) months ago, 

just to keep afloat.  How can they now be expected to purchase commercial grade 

battery powered equipment that has not yet been vetted by the local regional market?  

There needs to be a recognition of balance required between the obvious needs to make 

changes to support our environment, to help our environment versus the realistic ability 

to make these changes.  Most commercial landscaping companies are small to medium 

size businesses in our communities and right here in Mount Kisco.  She submits that 

they need some more time to acquire the capital necessary to make these purchases.  

We have already heard from several property owners in Chappaqua as we finished the 

first full week in June who are upset about the change in the quality of the finished 

product, New Castle’s gas-powered leaf blower ban went into effect on June 1st.  Her 

company is now using bagging mowers and brooms, and we cannot yet financially 

commit to purchasing battery leaf blowers.  She asks the Board to please reconsider this 

legislation and to push it back until we have better vetting on commercial grade 

equipment. 

 

Mr. Charlie Pieragostini of Woodland Street began by saying that he agrees with 

Tony and Lisa that more thought has to be put into this legislation in front of the Village 

of Mount Kisco.  Basically, for him, he has new equipment at home and backup parts to 

this equipment in excess of $850.  If he is going to have to go out in a couple of years 

and spend another $1,000 or more when I have brand new equipment that he takes 

care of very well; it is very upsetting to him that this is a very expensive proposition.  

The battery system they have for these backpack blowers and trimmers are not fully 

developed yet.  It is a very expensive proposition and he doesn’t understand one item on 

the legislation, being a former superintendent of recreation, he sees there is a clause in 

there allowing them to use gas pack blowers and 2-cycle engines in the park anytime 

they want.  It says on the tennis courts, if he is reading it wrong; volleyball courts, and 

ball fields April 1st through August 31st.  He would like that same exemption for himself 

and his driveway, his patio, and his walkway.  Plus, he has solar panels for the house so 

he knows it is coming, he is doing his part, but this is going to be a very expensive 

proposition for him personally.  He thinks the Village would want to set an example 

instead of the exemptions.  He would like to have the same consideration too.   He 

supports Lisa and Tony’s idea of putting a committee together and to rethink the process 

and the laws for this legislation.  

 

Mr. Ian Bolf of downtown Mount Kisco began by saying he is a software developer 

and he works from home all day often listening to the drone of 2-cycle engines for hours 

and it is really irritating.  He also wanted to say that he pays the external costs of the 

pollution of these things every day.  So the costs that he hears people talking about for 

equipment, he pays those costs for you and everyone in the neighborhood pays the 

costs for you every day.  That is all he had to say.  

 

Ms. Lilian Burgler of Leonard Street began by saying that some residents may 

have seen the presentation that she gave on this subject and she wanted to add a little 

bit more perspective on what’s being asked for in the law.  Basically the law has three 

pillars which is some restrictive hours and a phase out of the 2-stroke.  The vast 

majority of the year, you can continue to use whatever leaf blower you own, 4-stroke, 2- 

stroke; this law is asking for so little.  All it is saying is in the summer months, when our 

children and our families are playing outside and we have our windows open, when 

people are working from home are attempting to have their windows open that you 

consider other ways of doing landscaping.  She recently spent some time in Lexington, 

Virginia and they do not have landscaping restrictions.  Their summer landscaping trucks 

don’t even have leaf blowers on them because it is not part of the culture to blow 

clippings.  They mow with bagging attachments and they use trimmers and other than 

that the grass clippings lay where they are, the town is gorgeous.  It is consistently on 

the list of America’s 10 Best small towns, it is a tourist destination, it is a college town, 

and it is beautiful.  There is no sacrifice of aesthetics that you are making by reassessing 

your approach in the summer time.  Lastly, she heard from all the landscapers, she 
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heard about cost, she did not hear a single person express any concern about their 

workers.  Yes, they are blowing for six (6) hours a day, that is 46,000 of Ford150 fumes 

that we are breathing, they are breathing.  That is over, she tested these things with a 

decibel meter, and they put out at least 90 decibels of sound that the operators hear.  

The little headphones that they are using are not doing much if they are using them at 

all.  These peoples are going to get tinnitus, they are going to go deaf.  The fine 

particulate matter is not about blowing things around, it is the type of engine.  The 2-

stroke engine she noted, is so antiquated, it is 50-year old technology that should be 

phased out.  It never should have been approved for public use.  The kind of engine that 

it is puts out fine particulate pollution; 90% of fine particulate pollution and we are 

breathing this in so you can save $800 or $3,000 or whatever it is and she finds that 

unacceptable and also finds that this law is really asking for so little.  The vast majority 

of the year you can continue to practice as usual and if you are working in New Castle 

and Bedford, they have the summer ban as well so it’s not like Mount Kisco is the one 

that is making you do this.  She really appreciates the Board considering this and hopes 

that other kindred spirits will speak up. 

 

Mr. Harry McCartney of Barker Street began by saying that he wanted to echo 

what Lilian just said, specifically regarding the mowing and leaving the mowed grass on 

there for mulch.  This sequence of the lawn mower coming through and then the 

cacophony of leaf blowers and when he says cacophony he knows a lot of people live in 

single family homes, well we live in high density housing.  Bedford Plaza is three (3) high 

rises, with approximately 700 residents and when the landscapers come through, and 

there are three (3) leaf blowers at the same time because they are working in unison.  

When he was working, that young gentleman talked about how he’s trying to work, tele-

conferences, forget it, and he couldn’t hear what folks were saying.  You are out at the 

pool with your family, you might as well have a ten (10) ton truck running by over and 

over again.  From an aesthetic, acoustic standpoint these things are horrendous and you 

can, as Lilian said, let the grass lay there, mulch it in, it’s fertilizer.  Look at things from 

a holistic standpoint in terms of people’s health and employee’s health.  Lilian made 

another good point there.  That is his take on the subject and he thanked the Board for 

the opportunity to speak.  

 

Mr. Robert Liebman of Barker Street began by saying leaf blowers cause three 

main problems; one is the loud sound, air pollution, and the other is carbon dioxide 

emissions.  We really haven’t heard about carbon dioxide emissions at the first public 

hearing so he wanted to cover all bases.  Some towns make it a major point that the 

carbon dioxide emission is really left up to the town.  He just wanted to cover it so that 

everything is included in whatever decisions are made.  His question is how much carbon 

dioxide comes from leaf blowers that is a key question.  He found some 2011 data from 

the U.S. EPA for carbon dioxide emissions for lawn garden equipment and it came out to 

0.3% of US emissions.  It is a small percentage, certainly not, if you are dealing with 

climate change, it is not a high priority thing, never the less, it is important for a town or 

community banning leaf blowers.  The action can very well be part of the climate action 

plan because they are looking to see a community reduce so many emissions by such 

year.  For example, Bedford, in a Record Review article on leaf blowers said that Bedford 

has banning leaf blowers in their climate action plan.  It is a point to keep in mind, every 

gallon of gasoline burned results in about 20 pounds of carbon dioxide emissions so 

whether it’s a leaf blower or a car, that’s what is happening and accumulating, and 

emissions are up there for one, two, three hundred years.  You leaf blow for a day and 

leave something that is going to last for centuries and it’s adverse as we know from all 

the climate change information.  He wanted to briefly cover the greenhouse gas emission 

situation in Mount Kisco to be noted that in 2009 Mount Kisco did their greenhouse gas 

inventory for a twelve (12) month period in 2006 and 2007 and it was estimated that 

approximately 140,000 tons are emitted in Mount Kisco during that year, almost all of it 

carbon dioxide.  We are in the midst of doing another greenhouse gas inventory, he 

believes for the year 2018 or 2019 and we are still waiting for the results.  It is kind of 

frustrating, last he heard there was a problem with transportation data to calculate the 
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emissions.  Mount Kisco has a climate committee called the Climate Smart Communities 

Task Force and he is a member of that committee; what this task force is expected to 

do, he thinks, is to set a target for emissions reduction, create a climate action plan.  We 

don’t have one, we should have one by now, but we still don’t have one.  Hopefully, the 

committee will do that soon, and the most pivotal thing of all is to try and implement the 

plan.  A positive reduction target would be to take the US target of 50% reduction from 

2005 by 2030 and the committee can get something, a 50% reduction on greenhouse 

gas inventory a number of years ago.  The task force should set a goal of achieving 

Climate Smart Communities Silver Certification, this is a point system, a state program, 

and they get points for various actions and list well over 100 actions and for each action 

you can accumulate points; after a certain amount of points you get certified.  Mount 

Kisco has achieved Bronze Certification; this was obtained last September.  The goal of 

the Silver Certification is more challenging and this is one of the things we are doing, we 

need to take a lot of actions to achieve that goal.  Gas powered leaf blowers should be 

banned because they are extremely loud and produce air pollution and this ban of 

equipment will reduce carbon dioxide emissions.  Electric leaf blowers are not as loud, 

produce far less pollution, and produce less carbon dioxide emissions or not at all 

depending on how they are charged.  The proposed law has at least two (2) serious 

problems, it does not ban extremely loud and polluting 2-cycle leaf blowers until January 

1, 2025 and does not ban the 4-cycle leaf blower at all, and therefore he cannot support 

this law in its present form.  He suggests that 2-cycle leaf blowers should be banned by 

the beginning of 2022, and 4-cycle leaf blowers should be banned no later than the 

beginning of 2025.  This will result in Mount Kisco being quieter, having less air 

pollution, and making additional progress in reducing its carbon dioxide emissions.  

Finally, regarding the cost of buying new equipment, the Village could consider creating 

a fund for subsidies.  He found that one town in California, Encinitas, partially subsidizes 

residents and business owners who need battery or electric equipment and he thinks this 

is something that the Village should seriously consider.  Thank you.  

 

 Mr. John Rhodes of Stewart Place began by saying that he was speaking tonight 

representing the Town’s Conservation Advisory Council (CAC), who had a special 

meeting on this topic and on this law.  We feel that this law is very mild and very fair, as 

Lilian said, it is much less stringent than many other laws even in Westchester County.  

Obviously it does, any sort of change, whether it’s seatbelts, or whether it’s a gas 

guzzler or whatever is going to cause an inconvenience for some people and that’s 

unfortunate, but that is the nature of progress and that’s why he thinks this law is very 

mild and very gradual.  Actually, the CAC would like to see a much stricter law, as Bob 

had said, a much quicker ban of the 2-stroke leaf blowers because those are the 

absolute worst offenders and he guesses people don’t really know how bad those are.  

There were many not completely true statements made by people who were opposing 

the law and he can’t get into all of those, but for anyone who wants to see what the real 

facts are, Lilian Burgler put together an excellent white paper on this which was sent to 

the Village Board and is available to anyone in Town which goes through 25 years of 

research by Harvard University, Mount Sinai Hospital in terms of the pediatric effects of 

these leaf blowers and so on.  The one thing that he’d like to specifically outline, which 

someone who says what’s the big deal; these things put out some gas, put out some 

fumes, and so do cars and trucks, but the report of several years ago from Edmunds 

which is one of the most reputable publishing companies in the automotive and 

combustion engine fuel said that the typical gas powered leaf blower (2-stroke blowers) 

generate 23 times as much CO2 and 300 times as much particulate matter than a crew 

cab pick-up.  They did a scientific test on this against a Ford F150 Raptor which is a 

fairly common truck, so the conclusion is that these are enormous numbers when you 

think about the kids around town breathing all this in and the workers also, who for the 

most part, do not have protective gear.  The ones that were doing the Stewart Heights 

complex today had no protective gear for their ears or for their breathing.  So to equal 

the hydro-carbon emissions of a half hour of yard work with a 2-stroke leaf blower, you 

have to drive the truck for 3,887 miles.  You can drive that truck almost across the 

country and it still wouldn’t produce as much particulate matter, CO2, or NO2 as a leaf 
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blower, so it is not an inconsequential amount of pollution that is coming out of these 

leaf blowers.   For that reason, and a hundred other scientific reasons that are listed in 

that white paper, we urge the Village Board to at least pass this law as it is written and 

hopefully pass one that is even more stringent so that we can get rid of this noise and 

air pollution which is directly harming the children and other residents of the town.  

 

 Ms. Patricia Lee began by saying that she will make this very quick.  She wanted 

to say that she supports Harry, John, and Robert; she has twice read Lilian’s report 

thoroughly and she thinks that it is vital for anyone who is concerned about the pros and 

the cons of these gas leaf blowers to look at the facts.  It’s the facts that count and this 

is damaging to our hearing.  She suffers from tinnitus and her only solution when the 

leaf blowers are on at Bedford Plaza is to leave her house.  It is just that simple, she 

goes out for the day, except for the times when she can’t go out.  The guys have three 

of them walking side by side waving these gas leaf blowers, sometimes when there is 

nothing to be blown, but they have to make the time on the clock.  The fumes are 

asphyxiating so she thinks that we really need to revisit this topic, she would prefer to 

see to see them stop sooner rather than later, but certainly for the summer months.  We 

have children in the playgrounds and they are subjected to the fumes and the noise from 

the leaf blowers here.  She thinks that we really need to reconsider these 2-stroke leaf 

blowers and she sympathizes with people who have spent money on their equipment 

and reading the law it doesn’t sound to her that we are asking them to get rid of it right 

away.  There is a time frame and so she doesn’t see why that is a problem.  She didn’t 

want to take more time, thank you for listening, and good luck. 

 

 Ms. Robin Buco of Grove Street began by saying that she is in favor of the leaf 

blower legislation passing.  She thinks that she is not funny, but it’s comical that we are 

discussing leaf blowers, since it should be a no brainer because of the pollution they 

create for the people using them, the people around them, the noise, the damage they 

do to wildlife, our water source, and insects.  She understands that people rely on their 

jobs, but she doesn’t understand why, if you don’t have money to switch to electric right 

away, this is going to come across as disrespectful and doesn’t mean it to be, but what 

about a rake?  It is exercise, it still does the job, she doesn’t understand, prior to the 

invention of a leaf blower were our towns all ugly and unattractive?  She doesn’t think 

so, she thinks we got along just fine and then someone invented this technology prior to 

the climate crisis that we are in, and everyone decided it was a great tool, but now we 

should know better.  We have the science telling us these are damaging for all aspects of 

life and doesn’t see a reason to continue using them having all these facts.  She thinks 

it’s very foolish of us to turn a blind eye and just say, companies can’t switch over that 

quickly and so on.  She really hopes this passes, she also agrees that this should be 

stricter, and she believes she said it previously at another meeting that the Village of 

Mount Kisco’s Highway Department should not get a pass on using them, they should 

have to follow the same rules and regulations that any other resident or landscape 

company will have to follow.  Thank you for your time and listening.  

 

 Mr. Michael Cindrich began by saying that he wasn’t going to speak on this and 

he knows that the Board has a hard task in front of them, but he does consider the law 

as it is written a little bit of an overreach.  He generally, as of late, doesn’t agree with 

Tony Cutri, but does respect his opinion, and he does agree wholeheartedly that the law 

needs a little more work and by asking you to form some type of committee that would 

include homeowners, he thinks that would be appropriate.  As Tony stated, he has been 

doing his own lawn himself, taking care of his own lawn for just about 40 years.  Of late, 

and this is why he is speaking tonight, he had sent Mr. Brancati an email on the issue of 

a Shagbark tree that he has on his property.  The tree is partially on Village property, it’s 

a magnificent tree, but it is a berry tree.  It blooms in late May, early June, and it 

creates quite a mess and maybe a week ago he wanted to see what it would take 

instead of using a blower, to clean Mount Kisco’s street and he did clean the street with 

his tractor instead of a blower and it created more dust and more of a problem than the 

blower did and was just as noisy.  The issue he has with the law is one, it should be 
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because of this type of issue, June 1st is a more reasonable date and he asks if the Board 

hasn’t already done so to review the New Castle ordinance because it does also have 

something, you can check with the Village Attorney, but a variance provision should be 

incorporated into the law.  He is bringing that up because in his email to Ed he asked 

where the street sweeper was.  The street sweeper used to come around at the end of 

the winter season to clean the street and later on in the summertime, you might see it 

three (3) or four (4) times.  He didn’t get a response from Ed, but he did call Mr. 

Luppino who advised him the street sweeper was down.  Well, by him blowing the 

residue from the bloom of his shagbark hickory tree some of the debris ends up in the 

catch basins and this defeats the purpose of the East of Hudson mandate that we keep 

the streets clean and keep the catch basins clean.  In his opinion, with a variance 

provision, if the street sweeper isn’t available, he should clean the street; he’s talking 

about 200 feet of street that he generally cleans on both sides, we should have a 

variance provision and if the street sweeper is down that should be an automatic that 

you can clean your street with some type of blower.  On the issue of the 2-stroke 

engines, the industry has made leaps and bounds on trying to reduce the pollution.  As 

you may or may not know, he used to race motorcycles that were all 2-stroke engines, 

we started out with oil mixtures of 16 to 1 and now the industry standard is 50 to 1 and 

there is also an oil out there called castor oil which is a vegetable oil that reduces 

pollution significantly.  So there is a lot to talk about this, it needs a little more work.  

One point that he wanted to make, when he introduced the legislation to ban 

incinerators in Mount Kisco he gave the apartment houses that had them enough time to 

amortize their investment and with hearing about people having this and that invested, 

he thinks that a five year window is appropriate if someone has it unless the Village 

wants to do a buyback of some of this equipment.  We have to be fair to everyone, not 

only the landscapers, but also the homeowners.  He doesn’t envy the Board’s task and 

will say that when this came up a few years ago, he was not in favor of it.  Where he 

works in Mamaroneck, it took forever to pass it, the enforcement is onerous, and it is not 

a priority for the Police department.  He can confidently state that they do not want to 

enforce it so that is going to be one problem.  He thinks New Castle, they did their due 

diligence, they spent about three (3) years perfecting it, he can send over some of their 

information that they studied and people wrote about and he will be helpful in any way 

possible.  Good luck. 

 

 Mr. Jeri Hoogland who is a member of the Leaf Blower Task Force in Bedford and 

was asked by Eileen Copal, the Chair of the Bedford Leaf Blower Task Force, to briefly 

join this meeting.   Mayor Picinich thanked him for joining us, but the Board is accepting 

comments from residents, business owners, and property owners.   

 

 At this point there were no other comments from residents on this topic.  Mayor 

Picinich asked the Board what their thoughts were at this point.  This public hearing was 

opened at the last Board meeting, it is open now, we can continue to leave it open, we 

have also gotten some written comments.  We can continue to leave it open, we can 

share our thoughts and ideas; how would everyone like to proceed at this point.  

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus suggested that we leave it open for written public comment 

and then close the public hearing after that.  Mayor Picinich feels as though, after 

hearing some of these comments, that the Board has more work to do on this.  What are 

other members thinking on this? 

 

 Trustee Squirrell agreed and while he respects the Deputy Mayor’s suggestion, he 

would suggest that we leave the hearing open for public comment because this evening, 

for the first time, we heard a couple of new ideas.  He thinks that they all want to 

address the situation, but he thinks it is best to leave the public hearing open so they 

can discuss it as a Board and that any resident that heard the comments tonight who 

has something to add still has time to add it.  

 

 Trustee Grunthal suggested that they hold it open to the next meeting which is in 
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two (2) weeks.  We should hold it open until then before we make any decisions to close 

it because clearly there are two sides to all the provisions that we are proposing here.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer thinks that leaving it open is fine, she thinks that more 

information and more opportunity is wonderful.  

 

 Trustee Grunthal added that listening to the concerns, he thinks that we need to 

pay attention, which is only partially addressed in the present proposals, is that for 

residents who have purchased their equipment, should we say until the present time, 

should be given some extended period of time to use it on their own properties at their 

own home, where they live.  He thinks that is something that they should give more 

thought.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer added that former Mayor Cindrich’s comment about amortizing 

the cost of the equipment is important.  When we did a sign ordinance, we did 

something similar, and maybe we want to look at how this amortization worked and 

maybe there is something that we can work into this law that would make it more 

forgiving for people who have spent a lot of money to continue to use their equipment.   

 

 Trustee Grunthal said that was what he was talking about, to give private people 

on their own property a longer period of time before the 2-stroke engines are eliminated.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer said that she wasn’t sure if we wanted to totally limit it to just 

homeowners.  She thinks that there needs to be a larger discussion in that regard.   

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus asked Trustee Grunthal if he had more information on what 

happened in New Castle as Mayor Cindrich pointed out.  Trustee Grunthal replied that he 

does have that information.  Deputy Mayor Markus suggested that the Board look at in 

detail.   

 

Trustee Schleimer mentioned that New Castle had a whole sustainability advisory 

board with a website and a specific portion is the leaf blower ordinance and its 

www.newcastlesab.org/leaf-blower-ordinance.  

 

 Mayor Picinich stated that the ordinance in New Castle is not substantially 

different than what is being proposed here, from a broad prospective.  The big difference 

between what they have in place and what is being proposed is the additional look at the 

2-stroke engines and the elimination of those engines.  That is not currently 

incorporated in the New Castle law.  , 

 

 Trustee Grunthal stated that the input that the Board is getting from residents 

that live in apartment houses, condominiums and so forth is that the noise at those 

properties.  They are using words like horrendous noises and he thinks that they need to 

review what they are proposing there because, essentially on properties in excess of two 

(2) acres, we have no limitations on the number that may be used simultaneously and 

he thinks that needs to be addressed again.  

 

 Mayor Picinich stated that she appreciated that; the other thought is that people 

who live on properties that have management companies hire their landscaper so they 

should be managing the landscapers that are doing that job.  If three (3) people are 

simultaneously operating leaf blowers, as was suggested tonight, and they are not 

blowing anything, it would seem to her that is a conversation that you would have with 

the management company and the contracted landscaping company.  She doesn’t think 

that people should be waiting for this legislation to address those immediate negative 

impacts to their daily lives.  She thinks that there could be some action taken by the 

management companies to talk to the landscapers they hire.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer replied that it is not the management company that is hiring 

http://www.newcastlesab.org/leaf-blower-ordinance


 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting June 7, 2021 10 

 

the landscapers, the Board manages and runs the property which consists of 

homeowners, the people who make the final decision make the hire.  She continued on 

to say that under our proposed legislation, she hasn’t had the chance to speak to the 

Village Attorney about this, we have omitted a paragraph in 77-3 which is part of the 

general noise ordinance and she guesses she needs to get her arms around what the 

Board is doing to the general noise ordinance by doing what they are doing.  Trustee 

Grunthal also wanted to know why they took that out.  

 

 Mayor Picinich replied that if she recalls correctly, the Board had reviewed the 

noise ordinance in the past because there was a problem in that these are very general 

and subjective words in that paragraph that were not at all measureable, which was a 

challenge for enforcement.  This was in a previous iteration when we were looking over a 

different code that needed to be revised and changed.  This was one of the 

recommendations that we all drew the conclusion that this needed to be eliminated 

because this was not enforceable.   

 

 Mr. Singleton pointed out that was independent of the leaf blower law.  He also 

wanted to point out, and go back to something that Charlie Pieragostini mentioned; all of 

these towns are exempting the municipalities and the school district, golf courses and 

whatever else from these regulations.  The Village Board here was very clear that they 

did not want to do that, but he put it in the draft law for at least consideration for 

emergencies, for situations where it is not feasible to break out the rake such as larger 

scale properties that are perhaps not as close to residential properties.   That is why it is 

in there, not because the Village is looking to have this law applied to everybody else 

and not to the Village itself, it just has to do with a practicality in dealing with large scale 

facilities and places like municipal parks.  As far the law itself, it is very reminiscent of 

what is in Bedford and what is in New Castle and other towns.  He thinks, as was pointed 

out earlier, not to be an advocate for or against, it is certainly not a big ask in 

comparison to what other communities are doing.  There are communities out there that 

are banning right now all gas powered equipment; they are just out right banning it.  

The Board is trying to find the balance here and he thinks that they are eventually going 

to come to an agreement on this legislation.  They have been going through this process 

for a long time, they scraped their entire law and are starting over again.  It is not going 

to be an easy thing to come up with, but it is something that they are working on.  

 

 Mayor Picinich stated that the conclusion they have drawn is that the Board feels 

this hearing needs to stay open until the next meeting. 

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to keep this public hearing open until the next Board meeting; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

  

 Mr. Singleton wanted to add that if the Board wanted to add this to the revision 

of the noise ordinance, one of the things he wanted to point out was that the noise 

ordinance, even as proposed to be modified, does not specifically address a situation of 

when people can operate landscaping equipment generally on their property.  He knows 

that people recently complained about certain landscaping companies that are starting 

as early as 6:00 a.m. or 7:00 a.m., and there is no prohibition against that in our code.  

Independent of the issue of leaf blowers, the question is landscaping equipment 

generally, the restriction that we have is between 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. for construction 

equipment and he wouldn’t think that lawn tractors, weed whackers, and equipment of 
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that kind would fall under construction equipment or alternatively unreasonably loud or 

disturbing noise between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. That means, theoretically, if you 

considered a tractor or lawnmower a loud or disturbing noise, it can legally be started as 

early as 7 a.m. and he is not sure if that is something that this Board wants to visit.  

 

 

Public Hearing – CDBG 

Call in# 646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that this public hearing was in regards to the 

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) for Federal Fiscal Year 2022-2024.  She 

knows that we have our own grant application.  For the purposes of the public we are 

part of the Westchester Urban County Consortium which enables us to get Federal 

funding through these CDBG grants.  How the consortium works is that we put forward 

projects as the period opens, she believes we are allowed to submit up to four (4) 

projects, and this simply says these are the projects we are interested in doing.  These 

applications would be addressed and approved by the consortium and then as we do 

those projects we get the approval, make the commitment, and then get the funding.  

Usually, we get a certain amount of funding and we have to put other money towards it.  

She asked Mr. Brancati to briefly review the four (4) projects before the Board.  

 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying as the Mayor pointed out, this is the Community 

Development Block Grant program administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD).  Through the consortium we can submit up to four (4) 

project applications, for the next three year cycle.  This is not just for this year, but we 

are submitting projects that we hope to accomplish during the next three (3) federal 

fiscal years from 2022-2024.  As the Mayor pointed out, the program does require a 

50/50 match on any funding received so if we receive a $200,000 grant we also have to 

spend $200,000 on the given project.  The rules set by the consortium is no more than 

four projects for any one eligible applicant and no more than $1,000,000 in total CDBG 

funds throughout the three year cycle for any one entity.  We are submitting four (4) 

projects that we believe meet the eligibility requirements and will meet the needs of our 

residents and the Village going forward for the next three years.   

 

Mr. Brancati continued by stating that the first project is the Maple Avenue 

Sidewalk Rehabilitation, Waterline Replacement and Storm Sewer Replacement Project.  

This project is similar to the project we recently completed on Woodland Street which 

also received CDBG funding.  This project involves replacement of sidewalks, 

replacement of the outdated 6” water line that has experienced multiple breaks in the 

past four years with a new 8” water line, replacement of storm lines along and 

underneath Maple Avenue, and resurfacing of Maple Avenue in its entirety in the Village 

of Mount Kisco.  The project has a projected total cost of $1,750,000 based on the 

Woodland numbers and so we are seeking the $875,000 which is the 50/50 match.   

 

The next project is improvements to our Senior Center, with the projected cost of 

the project being $1,000,000 based on the bids that we had put out for this project; we 

are seeking $500,000 for that 50/50 match.  This project primarily allows improvements 

to the hearing, ventilation, and air conditioning systems as well as the building’s interior 

and exterior lighting, electrical systems, renovating existing bathrooms, and provides for 

increased storage.   

 

The next project is the Dakin Avenue and Highland Avenue Waterline replacement 

which we have submitted previously for CDBG funding.  We have to replace an existing, 

inadequate 2” waterline with an 8” waterline along and underneath the entire length of 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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Dakin Avenue and Highland Avenue and we will also resurface these roads as part of 

that project.  The total projected cost for this project is $600,000, we are seeking the 

50/50 match of $300,000.   

 

The last project the Village is looking at is Improving Access to the Train 

Platform.  Currently, the only access to the Metro North platform is from the South 

Moger lot or the east side of the tracks where the stairs and the elevator are located.  

The Mount Kisco station is one (1) of only six (6) stations on the entire Harlem Line 

without access to the platform from both sides of the tracks.  Of these six we are the 

only station with a municipal lot directly adjacent to the tracks without access to the 

platform.  Some of the other stations that do not have access from both sides of the 

tracks is simply due to the fact that they are not physically able to have access due to 

having a reservoir or a major highway on the other side of their tracks.  Those issues do 

not exist is Mount Kisco, and as a result, we have developed two options for increasing 

access.   Whether it’s Diplomat Towers, Captain Merritt’s Hill, or Maple Avenue, right 

now you have to get to the Main Street Bridge, walk down on the east side of the tracks, 

and walk up the stairs at the station and back down the stairs to the platform.  The two 

possible scenarios are a western access from the Maple Avenue lot connecting to and 

utilizing the existing pedestrian bridge and access stairs and elevator to the platform.  

The other is, simply dropping an access point from the Main Street Bridge to the north 

end of the platform.  This is something that we have discussed with the Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority (MTA) and they are not opposed to a connection to the north 

end of the platform.  The estimates have varied a little bit depending on which route we 

decide to proceed, but we are looking at $2,500,000 in total cost with a 60/40 match of 

$1,000,000 in CDBG funding.  We are also seeking funding from the MTA, we have 

spoken to Representative Jones about this matter as well as Senator Harckham and 

Assemblyman Burdick because the MTA has recently received through the American 

Rescue Plan, federal funding last year, and funding from the State approximately $16 

billion in aid.  As a result, they are now in the position to be able to do this and the 

question is why does Mount Kisco not have the same level of access to its train platform 

as other similar stations with population on both sides of the tracks.    

 

 Mayor Picinich stated that those were our projects and at this point in time she 

would open the public hearing on these projects; there is also another presentation from 

the Boys & Girls Club of Northern Westchester.   

 

Mr. Brancati added that as the Mayor pointed out with this consortium, not only are 

we eligible to apply as a municipality, but non-profits and other entities in the 

consortium communities such as housing authorities, if you recall last time Open Door 

had some projects they submitted for funding, the Interfaith Food Pantry has received 

funding in the past, so the Boys & Girls Club has some projects as well that they are 

looking to submit.  The public hearing for the Village projects and having these projects 

from whatever entity is going to apply as part of the public hearing is one of the 

requirements of the application process.  Alyzza Ozer from the Boys & Girls Club is here 

and they have some projects that they would like to share that they plan on submitting 

by the deadline at the end of the month.  

 

 Ms. Alyzza Ozer began by thanking the Board for their extraordinary leadership, it 

is very inspiring to be part of such a caring, supportive community so she appreciates 

this opportunity.  Relative to what was just presented, the Boys & Girls Club will be 

submitting a proposal for four (4) separate projects.  As Ed had said, there are certain 

levels of eligibility.  We are currently approximately 75% afterschool programming, 

families are still living at or below the federal poverty level of $25,000 for four people, 

one household which certainly meets the eligibility factor for a grant.  The four things 

that they are looking to do is number one, expand the teen center.  One of their greatest 

challenges, as you’ve seen, we are licensed through OCFS as well as Westchester County 

which means we have very specific restrictions in terms of the ages of the children 

interacting with each other at different times.  The bottom line is that our teens really 
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don’t have full rein of the 3,600 square feet of the building until after 6:30 p.m. other 

than a 45 minute time period when they first get to the building.  Pre-Covid, we could fit 

60-70 kids in the teen center, now we are down to 15.  We are one of the few 

organizations, other than the Bedford Central School District and some neighboring 

school districts, where children who may not necessarily have the means can go 

somewhere for afterschool programming for free.  By having that limited, it is 

extraordinarily difficult for teens in the community and we run programs that have been 

impactful so we are looking to submit a proposal with a total cost of $1,750,000 with the 

match they would put up is $875,000 for the teen center.  Number two, a bus.  We have 

some significant challenges, we anticipate 86 adorable, Mount Kisco Elementary School 

students who will be coming to our facility every day in September.  Right now because 

of the proximity of less than a mile, we are responsible for getting the kids to the center.  

We have two small busses, but it means that we need to take two (2) to three (3) 

people out of the club for about an hour and fifteen minutes.  This situation is not ideal 

for the kids, and it’s not ideal for the teachers at Mount Kisco Elementary School, so we 

are looking to be able to purchase a bus that we anticipate will cost $165,000.  We also 

transport kids at 4:30 p.m. and transport them home at 8:30 p.m. so we are hoping to 

be able to serve more kids.  For this we are seeking the 50/50 match of $82,500.  The 

third project we are looking to submit is for generators.  In spite of being 82 years old, 

we do not have any generators onsite.  The facility is 3,600 square feet, there have been 

several occasions that we have all experienced where we are listed as an emergency 

site, but we really don’t have the support that is necessary and so we look forward to be 

able to provide the community with that much more support.  From the preliminary work 

that we have looked at in terms of the cost, depending on what part of the building 

would be covered, it ranges from $150,000 - $325,000 and so that match will depend on 

the final cost estimate.  The last item is the improvement of our one field for sports.  

Currently, it is not at the level necessary to have real competition sports, we hope to be 

able to work in partnership with Mount Kisco in doing this project.  From the preliminary 

bids we have it can be anywhere from $75,000 - $250,000 where we could also include 

some type of covering so people can use it in the winter with seating.  Those are the 

four (4) projects that we are looking to submit, we look forward to working in 

conjunction with Mount Kisco and thank you tremendously for giving us the opportunity 

to have this public hearing.   

 

Mayor Picinich thanked Ms. Ozer and stated that the growth and expansion of the 

Boys & Girls Club greatly benefits this community so we are happy to welcome you 

tonight to share those projects.  We open this up to the public now to anyone who would 

like to make comment on any of these proposed projects either for the Village or the 

Boys & Girls Club.  Being that there were no comments, Mayor Picinich suggested closing 

the hearing with ten (10) days for written comment. 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

close the public hearing on CDBG leaving it open for 10 days for written comment;  

 

 Trustee Schleimer wanted to say a couple of things.  She began by saying that 

she would’ve liked to see the Board talk about different projects for the Village.  We 

have basically four (4) projects that are proposed and they were not given an 

opportunity to give suggestions if they did not like one of the four project proposed or to 

see other projects that were also considered.  She has questions about the train platform 

proposal with the elevator from the North Moger Lot.  She didn’t think it was a good idea 

when they were considering Kirby Commons, without Kirby Commons, she sees no 

reason to spend $2,500,000 to do an elevator that is going to require significant 

maintenance.  As to the Maple Avenue access, we have four parcels of land that have 

been sitting since 2006 unsold, untouched, not producing tax revenue.  Perhaps we 

would like to have a conversation on the use of that property before making bridges.  

This is important property that is owned by the Village, it may be four of the most 

significant parcels that are sellable in the Village, so before we encumber it, changing it, 

and dedicating it, she thinks the Board should have a discussion about it.  
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 Mr. Brancati began by saying to Trustee Schleimer’s point, the access is not from 

that property, the four parcels where the community center is, but rather it would be 

from the Maple Avenue parking lot which is two lots down from those parcels.  We are 

talking about access for all the residents on the other side of the tracks that currently do 

not have an easy walk to get to the train.    

 

 Trustee Schleimer replied that she would’ve liked to have different options to 

consider to prioritize because she is not convinced that this is a critical element.  

 

 Mayor Picinich wanted to point out that these projects had been discussed at the 

Board’s last work session, so this is not the first time the Board is seeing these projects.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer replied that it was the second time they have seen it, and they 

didn’t really have an opportunity and this information was not available in the packet so 

she asked now that people know what is being considered, that we leave the hearing 

open not just for written comment because this memo that was given in the work 

session last week was not available in the packet and there was no list of these projects.  

 

 Trustee Squirrell began by saying that apart from the issue of the hearing staying 

open or not, he had a question on applying for the funding and use being more global as 

submitting a concept as opposed to a specific project.  For example, the concept of 

access from the west side of the tracks and then once the funds are approved, there is 

flexibility on implementing that concept.  Is that correct? 

 

 Mr. Brancati said that was fair and that this for a three year cycle.  There isn’t the 

funding available for everyone to have everything completely planned, engineered, 

designed, drawn, ready to go tomorrow because they do not have the funding for all of 

those projects tomorrow.  Some of the projects will be funded immediately and 

communities will prioritize their projects, but we are looking three years out and trying 

to space those projects out.  In this instance, we are looking to improve access to the 

train platform more globally and there are two options.  There is only access from the 

eastern side of the tracks right now and it is insane because there is no other station on 

the Harlem line where there is population, significant population, on both sides of the 

tracks and access from only one side.  In every other instance where that exists, there is 

access from both sides of the tracks.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer asked if there were significant parking structures on the other 

side of the tracks; how many people apply for commuter parking permits on the Maple 

Avenue lot.  

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus mentioned that in New Rochelle they have a regular street 

on one side and a parking lot on the other.   

 

 Trustee Squirrell said it would seem to him if they could create a connection to 

the train platform from the Rt. 133 (Main Street) bridge, from a pedestrian point of view, 

and look into something on Maple Avenue.  The one on Maple Avenue raises issues in his 

mind about traffic and things like that, but if this is just the concept of creating better 

access to the train tracks from the west side of the tracks then he thinks it is something.  

It is also his understanding that if the Village applies for these funds it is not bound to 

use them if they do not find the right project.   

 

Mr. Brancati stated that was correct.  

 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know if there were other projects that are more 

compelling because those were not presented to the Board and maybe there are things 

that would have been of great significance.   
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Mr. Brancati stated there were limits due to the program and eligibility 

requirements, not every part of the Village is eligible for use of these funds, certain 

census block tracts are eligible, certain types of actions are eligible so these projects fit a 

need and also meet the requirements.   For example, these funds cannot be used in 

Leonard Park.  Some of the other projects that were considered was a water main 

replacement on Leonard Street, but we cannot apply for that here because it is not in an 

eligible census tract and block.  Some of the other larger water and sewer main projects 

are not eligible.  

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Opposed 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

Mayor Picinich stated that there was something later on the agenda that she was 

going to move up as there are people in Village Hall and also on the zoom call to offer 

comments.  We asked for public comment, we have not proposed a decision or law yet, 

but this deals with the Marihuana Regulation and Taxation Act that was passed by New 

York State.  Mayor Picinich went on to say that New York decriminalized marihuana 

possession for up to certain amounts, in addition, the consumption of marihuana is legal 

in New York.  The question that the Village needs to address is are we going to permit 

retail sales.  Keep in mind people can purchase cannabis and cannabis products 

anywhere in the State or outside of the State where it is eligible, and it can be consumed 

in the Village of Mount Kisco, although we would have to put regulations on limited or no 

use on public property, but marihuana can and will be consumed in the Village of Mount 

Kisco.  The question that we have to answer is do we want to permit retail sales which 

come in the form of dispensaries, shops, or stores, and on-site consumption locations, 

like a bar or a lounge.  It is important to note that the Village and any municipality will 

not have any structure around regulating this from a broad view.  This will be licensed 

the same way that licensing happens for alcohol, through the State of New York, all we 

can determine is if we will permit sales or opt out of retail sales.  If we opt out that 

means that we will not allow retail sales, but we have the option to opt back in at any 

time.  We have to make this decision by the end of this year, but this gets more 

complicated.  If we choose to opt out, this would then go to permissive referendum, 

meaning the people of the community can put together a petition of 20% of the eligible 

voters in the Village (1,000 signatures) and that would have to be submitted within 30 

days of passing the law to opt out.  If those thousand signatures are submitted and 

verified then this would go to a public vote and we would like to get that onto the ballot 

in November so that we do not have to hold a special election.  This is why we are 

starting this conversation now.  

 

Mr. Terlizzi began by saying that he is a lifelong Village resident.  In his experience 

as a former police officer, he has seen the first hand negative effects of marihuana, 

especially among young people.  His main concern about permitting marihuana sales is 

that it will lead to greater accessibility of the drug to teens and the detrimental effect it 

has on their still developing brains.  Scientific studies indicate that adolescents are more 

susceptible to the negative impacts of the drug causing both cognitive impairment and 

mental illness including schizophrenia.  He has personally observed instances of 

teenagers, including one being a Village resident, who have developed sudden onset 

psychosis after ingesting marihuana although it was laced with other drugs.  There is 

also strong evidence that marihuana is a gateway drug often leading to opioid abuse.   

Governor Cuomo is on record making that statement just four (4) years ago.  Another 

concern is the increased availability and use of marihuana will inevitably lead to more 

persons driving under the influence of marihuana, which will lead to increased human 
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and financial costs.  Unlike alcohol, there is still no set New York State standard to 

determine the amount of marihuana in a person’s system which will show impairment.  

From a law enforcement perspective, this creates an added challenge in this law.  Is 

having more persons under the influence of a mind altering drug what we want for our 

Village?  He doesn’t believe that makes Mount Kisco better or stronger.  Although 

municipalities are understandably enticed by the promise of additional tax revenue that 

marihuana would provide, he strongly believes that approving marihuana sales and use 

in our community would do more harm than good resulting in a net loss for the Village.  

He strongly urges the Village to opt out.  Thank you.  

 

 Dr. Linda Rodnick began by saying that she is a medical marihuana physician who 

practices in the Village.  She has 10% of the Westchester card holders and gets to see 

firsthand what cannabis can do as medicine.  This is different, this is to have a 

recreational dispensary, and with her partner Pete McGoughin, they would like to do it 

together.  She would argue many of the points that were just brought up, specifically, 

cannabis is no longer considered a gateway drug according to the American Psychiatric 

Association and it does not lead to further dependency or any further drug issues.  We 

talk about schizophrenia that is something that is being investigated at this point.  There 

is no accurate medical correlation, there is a book written by Mr. Benison who wrote 

about the incidents that happened with his wife’s psychiatry practice about schizophrenia 

that is how this got started.  She participated in a white paper in Washington, DC 

through the National Institute Associated and offered to send the following to the Board 

to get a better understanding of this and that it really isn’t the devil’s lettuce.  

 

Mr. Pete McGoughin began by saying that he and Linda have worked together for 

the last 4-5 years and was originally one of the folks that introduced the hemp reform 

legislation in New York that got it out of an academic pilot program.  Hemp is the first 

cousin or sister of the cannabis plant, it just doesn’t have ThC.  The MRTA bill that came 

to New York was a surprise to him, but an opportunity for New York to regulate 

something that is unregulated in this market.  The New York cannabis market is the 

biggest black market in the world and he is sure that this community has either delivery 

services or black market retail that would make cannabis available locally to consumers.  

He shares a lot of the concerns, he doesn’t think that anyone under 21 should use 

cannabis because your brain is still forming and there are studies that show that has a 

lasting implication and this is an adult use drug only.  At the end of the day, the push 

over the line for cannabis legalization in the last couple years, it is still a $50 billion black 

market economy in the United States.  It is about 40-50% of the revenues of the drug 

cartel and if you look into controlling, taxing, and having sources of cannabis that have 

zero risk of having super dangerous substances like fentanyl or other drugs that are 

encountered in the black market marketplace, brings the black market into the light of 

day.  When you look at some of the first generation pharmaceutical drugs, they are 

coming out of the cannabis plant such as Epidiolix from GW Pharmaceuticals, an anti-

seizure drug made of a cannabinoid.  There are major and minor cannabinoids that have 

a place in society and he has also traveled to 7-8 states to look at retail locations to see 

who is consuming what and there is an absolutely good time recreational use as well as 

a benefit.  Some of the states have gone from medical to adult, seeing their medical 

cannabis switch over to adult use only because sourcing becomes easier.  Overall it 

should still be a controlled substance, it should be monitored, but there is an opportunity 

to control where it comes from, who uses it, when they use it, and take this money away 

from a black market program or cartel sponsored program.  In the long term, it really 

doesn’t benefit anyone other than (inaudible).  Cannabis isn’t perfect, he thinks it has a 

lot to offer.  ThC has a place in society and it is how we place it in society that he thinks 

is the next realistic step.  Hope that helps.  

 

Mr. Hector Rodriguez, Coalition Coordinator Assistant of Partners in Prevention of 

Mount Kisco, began by saying that as a prevention focused coalition they have serious 

concerns regarding our youth and marihuana sales in our Village.  We ask you to 

consider opting out of marihuana sales and these are a few of the reasons why we feel 
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this way.  If we opt out, as mentioned earlier, we can always opt back in, as early as five 

(5) days.  That is how soon we would be able to opt back in if we opted out.  If we opt 

in, we can never opt out, we are stuck.  The cannabis control commission and the 

cannabis control board will be in charge of regulating ThC content and sales, someone 

mentioned earlier that it would be regulated by New York State, which is not true.  

These government bodies are still in thier infancy and they haven’t been fully formed in 

New York State.  Everything is still coming together.  Allowing marihuana sales will 

expose more teenagers to marihuana and recent studies suggest teens who live within 

four miles of a marihuana shop are more likely to use marihuana.  If there are 

marihuana stores in our town, this may also increase the likelihood of drunk driving in 

our town.  Along with the revenue, everyone talks about the revenue, there are also 

costs.  Monitoring costs as well as social costs.  By taking a pause it may give us an 

opportunity to learn from our neighboring community’s early mistakes, those who do 

decide to opt in.  He asks that the Board consider taking this pause until we learn more 

of the implications of having a marihuana shop in our Village.  

 

Ms. Patricia Lee began by saying that she agrees with Mr. Rodriguez completely, as 

well as the gentlemen who spoke about the potential hazards of having this drug onsite.  

Just by way of deep background, in the 1970’s she was a volunteer with Day Top Village, 

a well-known drug-rehabilitation program and she found that in many cases marihuana 

was the pathway to stronger, more dangerous drugs.  She thinks that is an issue; 

another issue she sees is while we can talk about drunk driving, we should talk about 

driving while under the influence, we should also keep in mind that when people smoke 

marihuana, that smoke can be absorbed by other people around them who don’t want to 

get high.  She doesn’t want to get high, but if her neighbor is smoking, and it is filling 

the hallway with fumes it could make me dizzy.  She thinks it is really important to be 

aware of the side effects of that.  Lastly, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 

speaks to the issue of marihuana and says that according to the National Institute on 

Drug Abuse study shows that someone who smokes five (5) joints per week may be 

taking in as many cancer causing chemicals as someone who smokes a full pack of 

cigarettes a day.  Marihuana contains more than 400 chemicals.  Let’s opt out, take it 

easy, go slow, and if we decide to opt in, as Mr. Rodriguez said if we opt in we are stuck 

with it, if we opt out we can always make the change so please opt out.   

  

 Mr. Andrew Kwon of Tripp Street began by saying that his perspective, he 

appreciates the points that people are saying.  He doesn’t believe that marihuana is a 

gateway drug and he is going to speak from his personal experience.  As someone who 

does smoke marihuana and is younger than most of the people here, he can say, and 

growing up in Westchester the consumption of marihuana is not going to stop whether it 

is being sold in our town or not, it is just being sold illegally.  Selling legally eliminates 

that sort of factor of illegal nuisance that may make a town worse.  He has personally 

experienced, all of his friends are very high functioning adults, a lot of them are doctors, 

attorneys, and we use marihuana as someone who drinks wine.  The notion and the 

thought that marihuana is a gateway drug and being reckless, that is really not the case.  

What he appreciates, he knows it is not the dialogue here, is that we will eventually see 

that it is just going to be more open and the consumption of it should be within their 

rights and the perception of it being a criminal activity or anything of that sort, it will not 

be the case.  Someone mentioned the National Psychiatric Association, but they also 

support this fact.  We have to be cautious of who we listen to on what these points are 

about marihuana because it is criminalized in the sense of public perception, but if we 

were to be little more open to learn more about it, it would put them and the community 

in their place.  

 

 Mr. Domingo Maciera, Coalition Coordinator for Partners in Prevention of Mount 

Kisco, began by thanking the Board for having him.  He understands that some of the 

people are for it, and that there is a lot of alarm on the use of marihuana, however, in 

regards to having dispensaries in our town, he would agree with Hector 100%.  We 

would like to opt out because smoke can be everywhere.  He spoke to the Mayor about it 
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and something she said that he liked was if it is legal, what the Town of Mount Kisco will 

try to do is treat it like alcohol and treat it as an open container in the middle of the 

street so you wouldn’t be able to smoke marihuana in the middle of the street.  That 

would be one of the best things that we can do seeing that it is already legal.  Again, 

going back to Hector’s point, if we opt out we have the opportunity to see and learn from 

other communities as to what their experiences have been, negative or positive.  We can 

always opt in.  He would really push for opting out and studying it and looking at it from 

different perspectives.  

 

 Ms. Allison Mastrogiacomo of Middle Pine, began by saying that she is agreeing 

on the side of no and waiting to see how this pans out because she has small kids and it 

is proven that when you have more access, teens will use.  Teens are more prone to 

addiction because their brains are not developed yet and she worries what the town will 

look like as well.  We know that Colorado has more dispensaries than McDonalds and 

Starbucks put together.  She knows it is legal here and she has had a hard time with 

that because she doesn’t agree with it.  She doesn’t think it should be here with her kids 

and she fears that more people on the road will be intoxicated because lots of people 

think that they can drive better or slower which is not true; your reaction time is much 

slower.  She thanked the Board for listening.  

 

 Former Mayor Cindrich began by saying that he is talking about this from his 

personal experience.  He served with the DEA and he asks that he Mayor write a letter to 

our Senators Schumer and Gillibrand to ask them why marihuana is still considered a 

schedule I drug lumped in with such drugs as heroine, LSD, peyote, mescaline, ecstasy, 

and whole host of other things.  He thinks the only reason we are having this 

conversation is because Albany can’t control their spending and they are looking at 

revenue and the revenue is substantial, he will acknowledge that.  He heard other 

speakers, two of them didn’t live in Mount Kisco.  He thinks we have to look at what is 

good for the Village of Mount Kisco and we should look at what other municipalities are 

doing first.  We should look at what New Castle, Bedford, and Pound Ridge as well as 

communities to the north and south are doing.  If we opt in, are we going to be the only 

destination location to consume and/or buy marihuana?  It is a problem in enforcement.  

He has witnessed firsthand the carnage on the highway due to alcohol and he is not sure 

if marihuana is a contributing factor, but he thinks a reasonable person would’ve said 

let’s find the test for driving under the influence of marihuana before we legalize it.  It 

didn’t happen and he is urging the Board to opt out.  He would like to say when the head 

shops came into Mount Kisco, Deputy Mayor Markus was very adamant about not having 

those head shops in the Village and he cannot see him as a professional supporting this.  

So please take it under consideration and we can discuss this further, but he doesn’t 

want to see the Village become the destination location while every other community 

decides to opt out.   

 

 Mayor Picinich stated that there are no other hands raised at this time and that 

this wasn’t a formal public hearing on this in that we have not proposed a law, but the 

Board wanted to continue to encourage comments from the public.  She continued to 

say that there are a lot of people on this call tonight and there are people having these 

conversations in the community.  If you are not comfortable speaking at a meeting, that 

is fine, please send an email to us at villagemgr@mountkiscony.gov and those 

comments will be passed along to the Board.  One point that she just wanted to clarify, 

the consumption of cannabis and cannabis products is legal in the State of New York the 

only decision that we have is if we will opt out of allowing retail sales or consumption in 

the Village.  

 

  

1) Communications: 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

mailto:villagemgr@mountkiscony.gov
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3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Storm Water Report 

Mr. Brancati presented the following: 
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b. 2020 Water Quality Report 

Mr. Brancati presented the following: 
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 Trustee Schleimer mentioned that in the past, the Village made attempts to 

contact some of the subsidized housing communities and condo and co-op management 

companies so that those residents have access to those reports since a lot of those 

places have seniors who may not be able to access the internet.   

 

 Mr. Brancati advised that there are reports to be shared with those management 

companies to share with their residents.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer also asked, when we are talking about the sodium parts per 

million (ppm), clearly it is fine for most people, but at 41 ppm in Byram Lake is that 

higher or on par with other communities? 

 

 Mr. Brancati replied that he would have to go and read other communities annual 

quality reports to get that information.  He said he would call the health department to 
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get that information.  He would state that there are public water supplies with higher 

and lower sodium contents; it depends on the watershed, the source supply, where you 

are in proximity to certain things.  New York State Department of Transportation (NYS 

DOT) as well as our Department of Public Works (DPW) have worked to reduce the 

amount of salt that goes down on the roads with better control of the spreaders and 

flows.   

 

 Trustee Grunthal wanted to note that the range of concern is from 20 parts to 

250 parts per million so at 40 we are very near the bottom of the range of concern, but 

it has come up a little in the last few years so it is something to keep an eye on.   

 

 Trustee Schleimer mentioned that we also said that we were going to talk to New 

York State about the use of salt on I-684 right near the lake and is not sure if we had 

been able to connect and relay that concern.   

 

 Mr. Brancati said that it was something that they would do again and ask DEC to 

offer assistance.  He thinks that overall we should be pleased with the results even 

though the sodium number is not where we want it to be.  

c. Personnel Update 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that the Village had two new employees starting 

with the Village.  Jose Guerra was hired as a Recreation Attendant working with 

Superintendent of Recreation, Kyle Thornton, to fill the role that was vacated by Paul 

Harkins.  He continued to say that Eleanor Humphrey, long time Court Clerk, resigned 

her position that was filled by Aimee Fuentes, a Village resident.   

d. June 2021 Primary Election Information 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the Village of Mount Kisco is eligible to vote in 

the Democratic Primary for Westchester County Clerk.  Early voting will take place in the 

Memorial Pool Complex from June 12 – June 20 with times varying.  Primary Election 

Day is Tuesday, June 22, 2021 with polls open from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and that 

voting locations for this day are as follows: 

   

District 1 – Memorial Pool Complex  

District 2 – Memorial Pool Complex 

District 3 – Henry V. Kensing Library Building (Mount Kisco Library) 

District 4 – Richard A. Flynn Complex (Mount Kisco Justice Court) 

District 5 – Neighbor’s Link 

District 6 – Mount Kisco Housing Authority 

District 7 – Henry V. Kensing Library Building (Mount Kisco Library) 

 

 Mayor Picinich also made note of the deadlines for the applications for an 

absentee ballots both through the mail and in person.  
 

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus had no report at this time.  

 

Trustee Grunthal had no report at this time.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that the Fox Center has started serving lunch 

with transportation, masks are required on the bus regardless of vaccination status.   

Reservations are required.  She continued on to say that she received a fraud advisory in 

connection with wire transfers related to real estate sales and mortgages.  She suggests 
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if you are personally involved in paying off a mortgage or a refinance to check the 

numbers and make sure it looks right.  This scam in impersonating third-party mortgage 

lenders so please be careful.  Trustee Schleimer continued to say that there is a free 

workshop called “Free Car Fit” virtual workshop to help find the right vehicle, particularly 

for seniors.  She continued to say that there was a program for people who have been 

diagnosed as legally blind, there is a group called Visions for free services for legally 

blind Westchester residents of all ages for training to stay independent or securing 

employment.   

 

Trustee Squirrell had no report at this time.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the 7-day average Covid positivity rate is .6%, 

in Westchester County there are 361 active cases, just 4 here in Mount Kisco.  Overall, 

in Westchester County 61.5% of those 18 years of age or older have been vaccinated 

and the Governor announced that when the State gets to 70% vaccination, all 

restrictions will be lifted.  Vaccines are plentiful and available here in the Village.  Mayor 

Picinich continued on to say that the Mount Kisco Swim and Dive team will be back in 

action this summer; you can register through Community Pass.  She also mentioned that 

camp needs more counselors and asked anyone 16 years of age or older that are 

interested to email Kthornton@mountkiscony.gov.  Pool passes are still available for 

sale, walk-ins are available as well.   

 

 

6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business: 

 

a. 461 Lexington Avenue Land Swap 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Board had discussed a project that is 

before the Planning Board right now at 461 Lexington Avenue during a work session.  

This deals with a potential land swap.  The objective tonight is not for the purpose of 

decision making, but rather the applicant who is in front of the Planning Board is with us 

here tonight to share a little more about the project.  Mayor Picinich also mentioned that 

land use decision making and following and abiding by code is not generally the 

jurisdiction of this Board unless that land is owned by the Village.  These conversations 

and applications go through the Building Department and then go before the Planning 

Board.  The reason why the Village Board is involved in this conversation is because 

there is a strip of land that the property owner would like to exchange with us for a piece 

of land that is closer to a green space and closer to the Kisco River.  The idea is to swap 

that land so we can further protect the Kisco River and green space and they can use the 

other piece of land as buildable area for their project.  

 

Mr. Brancati also mentioned that we had the following renderings of what the 

project may look like.   

mailto:Kthornton@mountkiscony.gov
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Mr. James Scoli of CJ Developers began by thanking the Board for their time.  He 

continued to say that he has been working with town officials since September of 2020 

with a vision of building six (6) townhomes on this property.  After the original vision 

and speaking with town officials, they understood the Village Board’s version and vision 

of adopting the new townhouse zoning that was explained and they modified their plans 

to conform to that vision.  After months of redraws and consultations with the Building 

Inspector, they also scaled back to five (5) units at the request of the Planning Board 

and will conform to all setbacks in the new zone.  The design gives the effect of personal 
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units that will be sold, not rented.  The hope is the building will set a new standard for 

that end of town and serve as a new catalyst for development of the area.  It is also the 

gateway to Mount Kisco from Chappaqua and Armonk and they felt the bar needed to 

bet set high with this vision.  The proposed landswap is essential for this development to 

work.  The proposal is for a 1:1 equal swap, it is also essential for the Village to change 

the use from PD to CL-1 for the land to be swapped.  The land being provided to the 

Village is in the wetlands buffer.   

 

Mr. Brancati wanted to follow up on the last conversation that was had on this 

matter.  Mr. Scoli and his team are working on providing the Village with more 

information on the project so that they can go to the New York City Department of 

Environmental Protection (NYC DEP) to have the conversation with them and see if they 

are willing to approve and authorize this action.  As you will recall, the property that is 

behind 461 Lexington Avneue that the Village owns along the Kisco River was acquired 

from the City of New York with certain deed restrictions.  He thinks this proposal for the 

landswap is consistant with the goals of the NYC DEP in protection of the Kisco River and 

its water supply.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that in the back of this property, on the 

original site plans shows a garage, it was in fact a commercial auto repair shop and she 

is not sure of what the state of that is and assumes there needs to be some neccesary 

clean up.  When the property was razed there 20-30 rusted cars there so she wasn’t 

sure of the current status.  

 

Mr. Scoli replied that prior to them acquiring the property, there was another 

owner who had the property cleaned up and everything demolished so in the process of 

them doing their due dillegence in contract periods, they have all the documentation that 

the property received a clean bill of health.  At this point there are no environmental 

concerns.  

 

Trustee Schleimer asked to see that documention to make sure.  She went on to 

say that there are significant trees there and she is not sure if it is at all possible to 

consider saving any of those trees.  

 

Mr. Scoli replied that he would do his best to preserve any trees possible that 

they can.  He continued to say that whatever they can preserve on this property they 

will, but they will also be planting new trees as well.    

 

 

b. Tax Settlement- 489 Main Street 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Mayor 

Picinich to accept the following resolution for 489 Main Street: 

 

Property Owner  Tax Designation  Years 

Silverman 487 Corp.   80.57-3-2   2016 to 2020 (Town) 

        2017 to 2021 (Village) 

 

 

Village Proceedings: 

Assessment Year:  Original:  Proposed Settlement: Reduction: 

2017    $260,000 $226,050   $33,950 

2018    $260,000 $228,250   $31,750 

2019    $260,000 $208,555   $51,445 

2020    $260,000 $193,700   $66,300 

2021    $260,000 $194,487   $65,520 
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All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

c. Tax Settlement- 121 Smith Avenue 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to accept the following resolution for 121 Smith Avenue: 

 

Property Owner:  Tax Designation:  Years: 

121 Smith Ave LLC  80.40-2-3   2020 (Town only) 

 

Town Proceedings: 

Assessment Year:  Original: Proposed Settlement: Reduction: 

2020    $105,000 $65,600   $39,400 

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

d. Tax Settlement – 6 Cold Spring Court  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the tax settlement for 6 Cold Spring Court in the amount of $2,127.62: 

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

e. Schedule Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law 2021-02- Police   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to schedule a public hearing on Monday, June 21, 2021 at 7 p.m. to discuss dissolving 

the Mount Kisco Police Department and replace it with contracted police services with 

Westchester County: 

 

 Mr. Singleton made note that the Village needs to make a determination on 

whether or not we are going to continue with the police force and man and staff it or 

whether you wish to terminate the police department pursuant to the applicable state 

laws and replace it with a contracted police service.  Currently, we contract for services 

with the County and that would deem to be the replacement, but it could change in the 

future.  
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 Mr. Brancati also wanted to make note that when we went into the first IMA with 

the County, a lot of effort went into creating it and establishing it, but you never know 

how well it’s going to work until it is in practice.  He thinks that what we have found and 

realized is that the IMA worked extremely well and it continues to be the most efficient 

and effective model for us to provide police services and increase public safety in the 

Village.  

 

All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

f. Public Comment on Marihuana Regulation & Taxation Law 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to pay the bills as submitted on June 3, 2021 for the months of April and May 

2021 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 124,892.39 

Water Fund      $ 131,376.12 

Sewer Fund      $     4,035.46 

Library Fund     $          33.00    

Capital Fund      $ 727,864.64 

Trust Fund      $     9,645.81 

    TOTAL   $ 997,847.42 

 

 

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following bills: asked for copies of Felipe Galindo 

video claims; John W. Neubauer Audio Visual, shipping for toner; Revize LLC, annual 

charge for the Village website, she asked for a makeover to the website; Westchester 

County Refuse charge, this charge is the monthly charge for April; AI Engineers work on 

Byram Lake Dam, this is our engineer and this is for maintenance inspections; she 

requested a report from the Byram Lake Committee as well; Delaware Engineering, 

charge for design work for the Byram Lake filter plant and main replacement; Vance 

Welding; work on the filtration plant; Fairway Testing, testing of GTL Construction work 

at the Green Street Fire House; she wanted to know the status of the Green Street Fire 

House and was advised that the work is almost complete.  

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 

a. Regular Meeting Minutes – 4.19.2021 
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A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to approve the minutes as submitted for April 19, 2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Abstain 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 10:38 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307

